CHAETER I
FROM AUTOCRAT TO BUREAUCRAT
WHEN the English step by step advanced
across the Indian sub-continent and
welded to their empire its teeming plains,
they achieved, not a revolution but a con-
quest. Neither in its origin nor in its
framework did the new polity differ in
any essential point from those it super-
seded. It was not as though the con-
querors had intruded into a group of
ancient states,, enjoying free constitutions,
Though there were exceptions,, the Rajahs
and Nawabs, or at least their immediate
forbears, had won their possessions at the
point of the sword. All, great or small,
so far as their spearmen could march or
their cavalry ride., demanded from their
subjects the obedience of slaves. And,